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Centering Thought

"Hearts rebuilt from hope resurrect 
dreams killed by hate.“

Aberjhani, The River of Winged Dreams, 21st century

Prelude
Musical Meditation on Psalm 130 

Friedich Zachau (1653-1712)
Tom Damrosch, Music Director



Welcome

Becky Crane
Pastoral Assistant



Call to Worship
Psalm 130 from Psalms for Praying by  Nan Merrill

Leader: Out of the depths I cry to You! In you Mercy, hear my voice!
People: May you be attentive to the voice of my supplications!
Leader: If You should number the times we stray from You, O Beloved,
who could face You ?

People: Yet You are ever-ready to forgive, that we might be healed.
Leader: I wait for You, my soul waits, for in Your Love I would live.
People: My soul awaits the Beloved as one awaits the birth of a child, 

or as one awaits the fulfillment of destiny.



Leader: O sons and daughters of the Light, welcome the Heart of your 
heart!
People: Then you will climb the Scared Mountain of Truth;
Leader: You will know mercy and love in abundance.
People: Then will your transgressions be forgiven: 
All: and you will know the Oneness of All



Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45 (MSG)
• 11 1-3 A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her 

sister Martha. This was the same Mary who massaged the Lord’s feet 
with aromatic oils and then wiped them with her hair. It was her 
brother Lazarus who was sick. So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
“Master, the one you love so very much is sick.”
• 4 When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It 

will become an occasion to show God’s glory by glorifying God’s Son.”
• 5-7 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when he 

heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two more 
days. After the two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to 
Judea.”



8 They said, “Rabbi, you can’t do that. The Jews are out to kill you, and 
you’re going back?”
9-10 Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who 
walks in daylight doesn’t stumble because there’s plenty of light from 
the sun. Walking at night, he might very well stumble because he can’t 
see where he’s going.”
11 He said these things, and then announced, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep. I’m going to wake him up.”
12-13 The disciples said, “Master, if he’s gone to sleep, he’ll get a good 
rest and wake up feeling fine.” Jesus was talking about death, while his 
disciples thought he was talking about taking a nap.
14-15 Then Jesus became explicit: “Lazarus died. And I am glad for your 
sakes that I wasn’t there. You’re about to be given new grounds for 
believing. Now let’s go to him.”



16 That’s when Thomas, the one called the Twin, said to his 
companions, “Come along. We might as well die with him.”
17-20 When Jesus finally got there, he found Lazarus already four days 
dead. Bethany was near Jerusalem, only a couple of miles away, and 
many of the Jews were visiting Martha and Mary, sympathizing with 
them over their brother. Martha heard Jesus was coming and went out 
to meet him. Mary remained in the house.
21-22 Martha said, “Master, if you’d been here, my brother wouldn’t 
have died. Even now, I know that whatever you ask God he will give 
you.”
23 Jesus said, “Your brother will be raised up.”
24 Martha replied, “I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection 
at the end of time.”



25-26 “You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection 
and Life. The one who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will 
live. And everyone who lives believing in me does not ultimately die at 
all. Do you believe this?”
27 “Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God who comes into the world.”
28 After saying this, she went to her sister Mary and whispered in her 
ear, “The Teacher is here and is asking for you.”
29-32 The moment she heard that, she jumped up and ran out to him. 
Jesus had not yet entered the town but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. When her sympathizing Jewish friends saw Mary 
run off, they followed her, thinking she was on her way to the tomb to 
weep there. Mary came to where Jesus was waiting and fell at his feet, 
saying, “Master, if only you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.”



33-34 When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a 
deep anger welled up within him. He said, “Where did you put him?”
34-35 “Master, come and see,” they said. Now Jesus wept.
36 The Jews said, “Look how deeply he loved him.”
37 Others among them said, “Well, if he loved him so much, why didn’t 
he do something to keep him from dying? After all, he opened the eyes 
of a blind man.”
38-39 Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within him, arrived at the 
tomb. It was a simple cave in the hillside with a slab of stone laid 
against it. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.”
The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, “Master, by this time there’s 
a stench. He’s been dead four days!”
40 Jesus looked her in the eye. “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?”



41-42 Then, to the others, “Go ahead, take away the stone.”
They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, 
“Father, I’m grateful that you have listened to me. I know you always do 
listen, but on account of this crowd standing here I’ve spoken so that 
they might believe that you sent me.”
43-44 Then he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And he came out, a 
cadaver, wrapped from head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face.
Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him loose.”
45-48 That was a turnaround for many of the Jews who were with Mary. 
They saw what Jesus did, and believed in him. 

The Message (MSG)
Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/%3Faction=getVersionInfo&vid=65


Scripture Exploration

Becky Crane 
and all gathered



There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy
There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven.
There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given.

For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's Word;
and our lives would be illumined by the presence of our Lord.

Frederick Faber, 1854
Traditional Dutch tune, Pilgrim Hymnal



Announcements

For the benefit of the community



COVID-19 Litany
Gracious and loving God, in the midst of this pandemic, we lift these 
prayers for our families, our communities, our world:
For those who are sick and dying, O God
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For healthcare providers and first responders, working on the front lines in 
hospitals and testing centers, 
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those working to develop vaccines and treatments for this virus
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those working in grocery stores and pharmacies, 
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace



For those who have lost loved ones, their grief increased by the 
inability to gather and mourn in community
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For students who are now separated from their communities of 
peers, and their parents
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those on the margins, already so vulnerable
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those who have been laid off or lost their jobs
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those working in food pantries and feeding programs, 
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace



For those providing direct care to others in senior living facilities, 
nursing homes, group homes
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those whose future plans for weddings, vacations and other 
celebrations have been postponed or cancelled 
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those in local, national, and global leadership positions 
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those who are alone
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
For those whose lives are colored by fear
Grant them wisdom, comfort, and peace
In the name of Jesus, who goes before us and walks with us, we pray. 
Amen.



Prayers continued
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. Forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



Prayer Response

O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer,
when we call, answer us. 
O Lord, hear our prayer, O Lord, hear our prayer,
Come and listen to us.
Repeat several times

© 1982 Les Presses de Taizé. Used under One License #A-717231



Benediction
Leader: May God bless you and keep you
People: Amen.
Leader: May God make God’s face to shine upon you,

and be gracious to you
People: Amen.
Leader: And may God lift up God’s countenance upon 
you, and give you peace.
People: Amen.



Benediction Response

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace!

My gracious Savior and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease,
'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace.



Benediction Response cont’d

He speaks; and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive,
the mournful broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.

Hear him, ye deaf, ye voiceless ones, your loosened tongues employ;
ye blind behold, your savior comes, and leap, ye lame, for joy.

Glory to God, and praise and love be ever, ever given
by saints below and saints above, the Church in earth and heaven.

Charles Wesley, 1739
Tune: Azmon


